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The Family on Nassau Street

Michael M Marler and Mary Penelope “Penno” Womack are the first couple I’d like to introduce you to.
Michael was born in Tennessee on 24 July 1858, and Penno was born in Tennessee on 15 June 1862.
While neither appears to have an official birth certificate on record, I have located a certificate of death
for Penno that clearly states her date of birth, on authority of her husband, and have located both Penno’s
and Michael’s listings on the Find A Grave index, and birth dates are given for each, though no photo is
posted of either gravemarker.

(a)
While they were married on 10 March 1884, as evidenced by the Tennessee marriage book entry from
that date, they do appear to have been a couple for several years at that time.

(b)
In the 1880 census, which was done 4 years before they were officially married, Michael is present in
Penno’s family home, listed as “son in law” under Burgess Womack’s (Penno’s father) name. This census
is where I got the information that they were both born in Tennessee. (Note: the highlighting function
was skewed a bit off the family record, so you can see Penno and Michael under the highlighted area,
though it’s clear they were part of that household.) By the time of the 1910 census, they had moved from
Penno’s family home in Warren County into their own house, which they did own, in Davidson County.
This house was at 1708 Nassau Street in Nashville.



(c)

They also had 8 children, one of which arrived before they were officially married. In 1880, they had
daughter Hallie E Marler who married John Wesley, then in 1884, daughter Susan Elizabeth “Bettie”
Marler who married Robert Earls. In 1886, they had another daughter, Jodie Samantha Marler, who
married Eugene Williams (we’ll talk about these two in greater detail in a moment). In 1889, they
welcomed their first son, James B. Marler, then in 1891, John Edward “Edward” Marler, and in 1893,
Clarence Wilson Marler. Then two more daughters- Lemyra Mae “Mai” Marler in 1899, and Nona L.
Marler in 1904. Mai and her husband appear on Nona’s marriage license as witnesses.

● Hallie E. was born 24 September 1880 (per Social Security death index), married John Wesley
sometime before 1920 (per the census records) and died in February 1971, per the Social Security
death index. (Hallie and John Wesley lived at 1704 Nassau Street)

● Susan Elizabeth was born on 23 January 1884, married Robert Earls sometime before 1910 (per
the census), and died on 22 June 1940. (Susan and Robert Earls lived at 1702 Nassau Street)

● Jodie Samantha was born 1 May 1886, married Eugene Williams 13 December 1903, and died on
18 June 1957. (Jodie and Eugene Williams lived at 1706 Nassau Street)

● James was born 25 October 1889 (per his 2nd marriage license which lists his exact birth date),
married Gertrude Marsh on 22 July 1933 (per marriage license and certificate) and Willie Celina
Parsley on 14 December 1940 (per marriage license and certificate), and passed away on 9 July
1961.

● John Edward was born 24 August 1891, married Daisy Mai Earhart Cox on 25 October 1926, and
died 17 May 1942 (per info on FindAGrave). (John Edward lived at 1702 Nassau Street in the
1920 census)

● Clarence Wilson was born 23 August 1893, married Bevie Anderson (date unkn) , and died 17
February 1937 (per his headstone at FindAGrave).

● Lemyra Mae was born 13 September 1899, married Frank H. Brazil before 5 June 1917
(registration card from WW1 lists him as married already), lived briefly in Detroit (per 1930
census) and died 21 November 1974 (per FindAGrave site).

● Nona L. was born 12 January 1904, married Herman S. Ritter on 22 December 1922, per the
marriage record in the state of Michigan, and died October 1985 (per the Social Security index).
(Nona and Herman Ritter lived at 1808 Nassau St)

As noted above on the death certificate, Penno died on 2 January 1909 of pneumonia. Michael went on to
marry again, a woman named Lucy Bomar, and died 31 March 1923 of apoplexy. His death certificate
was harder to find, since the type on the document was very faint- I just had to browse the death
certificates for that year until I found his.



(d) (e)

(f)

Michael, Penno, Susan, Edward, Clarence, and Mae are all buried in Mt. Olivet Cemetery in Nashville,
Tennessee.

A few conflicts that I found along the way for this couple include: one child (James B. Marler) was listed
as “Mrs. J.B. Marler” in the obituary for Michael Marler. This was resolved by finding multiple census
reports and the obituary for Penno Womack which all list 8 children, and using the process of elimination
to find out that it must be a rogue “s” added to a “Mr” designation in one instance instead of all other
sources being wrong, including his marriage certificate, which lists his parents’ names and he is listed as



the groom. Another conflict was the 1880 census which lists Michael and Penno already being married,
and living with her family. He is designated as the “son in law” clearly here.

(c)
I was not sure how to resolve this, but there was a child born three years before the official marriage
record of 1884. And another child was born IN 1884, so I am guessing that the second child being
imminently due was the reason for them to make things official?

The last conflict for this couple is that he is listed as William in the marriage record. Everything else
seems to line up from the marriage record, including the date and the county of marriage, and only one
marriage was recorded from that day. I can find no other mention of William being part of his name.
That said, I can’t find any mention of his middle name. He might have been named William Michael,
giving us the M for the middle initial, but everyone called him Michael from the start? This is something
that would require much further research to fully resolve, and for now, I will note it as a discrepancy.

1706 Nassau Street Residents

Jodie Samantha Marler would later come to be known as “Miss Jodie” and married Eugene Williams on
13 December 1903. While I don’t have a copy of their marriage license, we can see that one was issued
that day from this post in the Tennessean newspaper (which lists an incorrect name of Edgar instead of
Eugene) dated 13 December 1903



(g)
And the following day in the Nashville Banner, the news of their marriage ceremony was announced,
including the bride’s address, seen here:

(h)

Jodie, as we know, was born 1 May 1886, which so far is verified via FindAGrave (no picture available)
and because her age matches up for the 1920, 1930, and 1940 census and Eugene was born 4 November
1881, which is confirmed via his death certificate, with information certified by his oldest son, Oren.

Jodie and Eugene had two sons, Oren Michael born on 11 March 1905, verified with a birth certificate
and a draft card dated 16 October 1940, showing military service during WW2. Oren passed away 13
February 1980, verified by obituary in the Tennessean on 14 February 1980.

Charles (Charlie) Eugene Williams, their younger son, was born 23 November 1919, which is a tricky
year to find a birth certificate for someone born in Tennessee. This isn’t exactly a conflict, but should be
addressed. For the years 1881-1915, Ancestry has Tennessee birth records available. For birth
certificates from 1921-now, they can be ordered online from the state’s authorized system. For that gap
from 1916-1920, well, you have to go to the state archive. Perhaps one day, I will be able to make a trip to
the Tennessee archives to access this document, but for now, I will have to rely on other sources for his
birth date, including his grave marker and his draft card. We will go into more detail for Charles soon.



(i)
Jodie Samantha Marler and Eugene Wiliams

Jodie passed away from a heart attack on 18 June 1957, verified by her death certificate, below.

(j)
and Eugene passed away from pneumonia on 11 August 1962, verified by his death certificate, below.

(k)



Eugene’s death certificate indicates that he had no military involvement. But he did support the war effort
while his sons were in the Navy during WW2, as seen in this advertising mailer for Milam Optical, where
his son worked before going to war.

(l)

Conflicts that I encountered during this part of my research included the incorrect name in one of the
newspaper reports, and a different address for the bride in the other newspaper marriage announcement
than the well-established address on Nassau Street. The name error is, in my opinion, not a concern- this
would have been the same day the license was issued and was likely just someone rushing to finish the
info before it went to press. The address of the bride for the marriage announcement in the other paper is
curious- but the house listed in the announcement is a 3 min drive or a 15 min walk from her family’s
home, so it was likely a friend’s house and the details were mixed up. Or maybe it was Eugene’s family’s
house? I have tried to locate more about his family to see if they lived on Taylor Street, but I have almost
no information about his parents, no clues in Ancestry, no birth or death dates for them- not even middle
names. Because the best census to get information from for this detail would be the 1890 or 1900 census
(marriage being in 1903), I will need to get very creative to find out who lived at 404 Taylor Street at the
time, as those census records are no longer available.



(m)
And that brings us to Charlie and Margaret, seen above with their daughter, Brenda Sue. Charles Eugene,
whom everyone called Charlie, was born 23 November 1919, and Margaret George Segroves was born 5
August 1918.

Charlie’s birth is verified via the US Social Security Applications and Claims Index, 1936-2007, and
Margaret’s so far is only verified via her grave marker. UPDATE: When I had almost completed this
project, I found that a relative living in Nashville was able to get a copy of his birth certificate and mailed
it down to me.

(n)



(o)

Charlie and Margaret, according to sources who knew them toward the end of Margaret’s life, were
absolutely smitten with each other. They ran off to Kentucky to get married on 27 November 1937, when
Charlie was just 18 years old and Margaret was 19, but both of them listed their age as 21, and Margaret,
who didn’t like her middle name, listed herself as Margaret Joyce.

(p)



(q)

Charlie started with the John S. Milam Optical Company and in a letter dated 22 September 1938, a friend
wrote to congratulate him on becoming a “big traveling salesman” for them. I’m not sure how long he
was a traveling salesman, but I did find this telegram from shortly after he started the new position. Dated
23 October 1938, it was to Margaret at 1706 Nassau Street, and said “I am ok will be there Saturday don’t
worry love Charlie”. The telegram was sent from Harlan, Kentucky. That was during the Harlan County
War, which was a nearly decade-long union effort by coal miners that sometimes got violent.

(r)



The next document, Charlie’s draft card, seen below, dated 1 July 1941, shows their address as 1211 East
Holston, Johnson City, Tennessee. I believe that this was a temporary address, however.

(s)
I did find a war ration book for Margaret and on that, the 1706 Nassau Street address was listed. I hadn’t
thought much of it until I looked up the dates that those books were first used- 1942. So it appears that
they only used that Johnson City address briefly. Johnson City was also the city in which they adopted
their first child.

(t)

On 10 October 1943, he wrote a letter to his wife on US Naval Training Center stationary about possibly
being a Physical Instructor, and having to go to sea. There is a picture of the “Hall of Fame Company”
from the Great Lakes training center dated 31 August 1944, and we know that he was serving in 1945
when his employer’s monthly newsletter featured his father in their newsletter.

At some point between 1940 and 1950, they moved away from Nassau Street, as they no longer appear at
that house in the 1950 census.



Charlie and Margaret had two children, both adopted. The oldest was Brenda Sue (the name she was
given at birth) who was adopted a few months after she was born in Johnson City on 24 February 1946.
That date is confirmed through the Social Security death index. She passed away on 11 March 2002, and
despite what her obituary said, her death was not due to drug use. (That is personal knowledge, as I was in
fairly close contact with my Aunt Brenda in the last several years of her life. I wish I still had the
answering machine tape that had her singing Happy Birthday to me in her VERY strong southern drawl
from the year that I wasn’t home when she called. Usually I got the live version because she tried to call
when I was home.) She was briefly married and had two sons, but I am unsure of the date of that
marriage and with the two last names being Williams and Davis, well, it’s been a bit difficult to track
down, but I will keep looking.

(u)

Their second child was born 31 December 1951, to a mother who was widowed and already had a child.
Because of the social stigma at the time, she was basically forced to give him up for adoption and suffered
some severe consequences for this secret. (Her family thought she was going crazy when she would
speak of wanting to see her baby boy on his 8th birthday, and doctors gave her shock treatment to ‘fix’
her.) He was born Edward Oliver, after his birth father, and when he was 6 months old, she finally gave
up trying to keep custody of him and allowed his adoption to proceed. His name was changed at the point
of adoption and he was known thereafter as Charles David. He is still alive and living in Nashville, TN.



In 1951, Charlie started Williams-Tender Optical with a partner, but bought out Tender’s portion of the
business in the 1960s. Thereafter, it was known as Williams Optical Laboratory, and was eventually
located at 501 Merritt Street, in Nashville, Tennessee.

Margaret passed away at the young age of 57, on 16 March 1976. I unfortunately did not ever get a
chance to meet her, as I was born nearly a year later. So far, this is the only place I have located that
officially lists her name as Margaret George.

(v)

Ten years later, in 1986, Charlie sold the business and retired to raise Tennessee Walking Horses, one of
which would be given to Camp David in 1989.



I had many wonderful memories of holidays and summers and weekends spent with my grandfather,
though. Charlie passed away on 1 August 1991, and the conditions were, unfortunately, suspicious.

(w)

Even though this couple was much more close in time to me than the other two couples, I still did
encounter some conflicts. The most frustrating one was the spelling of Margaret’s name. I have seen it as



Seagroves, Seagraves, Segroves, and Segraves. After examining various sources, I have decided to go
forward using Segroves, because that seems to be the most common, and the one most connected to
official uses. Also troubling was the discrepancy with her middle name- in her marriage bond and in her
wedding announcements in the papers, she lists her name as Margaret Joyce, but as far as I know through
other sources (people), her name was Margaret George. Also, my grandfather’s obituary has him listed as
Charles Edward Williams, but it’s literally the only time I have ever seen that, and it was from 1991, and I
know it’s just plain wrong. His signature on his draft registration card very clearly shows Eugene as his
middle name, too. The obituary also had some information that doesn’t quite line up with what I have,
such as the start of his optical business being before the war, which, according to that newsletter from his
workplace and a letter I have from a friend of his advising him when he got a new position in 1938, is just
wrong. He started *in the* optical business after graduation, but didn’t start his own company for many
years after the war.

(x)
Margaret

I really appreciate doing this project, as I had been building my family tree based on blood relatives in
Ancestry, which gave me new and interesting information, because my father (Charles David) was
adopted. But these people, the folks I have introduced you to today, THESE are the people’s names that I
heard growing up. These brought back memories of stories told when I was too young to connect the dots
as to which relative was which. In fact, when I was telling my Mom what I had found, and she was
telling me what she knew, and I mentioned Nona marrying someone with the last name Ritter, she said
“oh, yes, their child was Gerald of Gerald and Jane” and it CLICKED for me. All my life I knew that
Gerald and Jane Ritter were family friends, but didn’t realize they were actually FAMILY to me. When I
was 6 years old, I just thought they were some nice older people who hung out with my grandparents, and
never imagined Gerald was my grandfather’s cousin.

Additionally, I have to share that this entire project, like every project and class I have taken in grad
school, was completed at this desk:



(y)

The wood is smooth and soft, I’ve cleaned it off, and there is now a glass top for it. But this was how I
found it in my Mom’s house when I cleaned it out back in 2016. My Momhad mentioned “oh, that was
Miss Jodie’s desk” and until now, that was just a piece of trivia about this desk. But now? It means a
little more to me. I feel so much more connected to all of these people in a way that I honestly never
expected. I confess that I was mildly curious about genealogy before this class, but never on the level that
I am now. It’s an addictive and gratifying hobby, when you find some detail or connection that helps the
story to unfold.

****

To find the information above, I made liberal use of the FamilySearch site, the Ancestry site, and
Newspapers.com. Additionally, I consulted the Tennessee state records site. The “hints” that the
genealogy tree-building sites had were helpful, but were only a match about 75% of the time. Because of
the timing of this project, I was also able to make use of the 1950 census by entering a known address and
finding the zone, and scrolling through pages to find names (or to find a new name at an address that had
previously been under a family member’s name.)

I was elated to learn that in Ancestry I could designate adopted parents and biological parents, with more
options for foster parents, step parents, guardians, and more. I’m sure it was there before, but I had not
yet figured that out until I was nearly done with this project.
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